Young Adult Gay and Lesbian
Fiction Books

Annie on My Mind.Garden, Nancy, 1938-.Farrar, Straus, Giroux, copyright 1982, 233 p. Liza
puts aside her feelings for Annie after the disaster at school, but eventually she allows love to triumph over the
ignorance of people.

Deliver us from Evie, Kerr, M.E. New York: HarperCollins, copyright 1994, 177 p.
Sixteen-year-old Parr Burrman and his family face some difficult times when word spreads through their
rural Missouri town that his older sister is a lesbian, and she leaves the family farm to live with the
daughter of the town's banker.

Rainbow boys. Sanchez, Alex, 1957-New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young
Readers, 2001, 224 p. Three high school seniors, a jock with a girlfriend and an alcoholic father, a closeted
gay, and a flamboyant gay rights advocate, struggle with family issues, gay bashers, first sex, and
conflicting feelings about each other.

Keesha's house. Frost, Helen, 1949-New York: Frances Foster Books/Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 2003, 116 p. Seven teens facing such problems as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse
each describe in poetic forms what caused them to leave home and where they found home again

Absolutely, Positively Not. LaRochelle, David. New York: Arthur A. Levine Books, 2005, 224 p.
Chronicles a teenage boy's humorous attempts to fit in at his Minnesota high school by becoming a macho,
girl-loving, "Playboy" pinup-displaying heterosexual.

Alt Ed. Atkins, Catherine. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2003, 224 p. Participating in a special afterschool counseling class with other troubled students, including a sensitive gay classmate, helps Susan, an
overweight tenth grader, develop a better sense of herself.
Boy meets Boy. Levithan, David. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, c2003, 185 p. When Paul falls hard for Noah,
he thinks he has found his one true love, but when Noah walks out of his life, Paul has to find a way to get
him back and make everything right once more.
Bermudez Triangle.. Johnson, Maureen. New York: Razorbill, 2004, 368 p. The friendship of three high
school girls and their relationships with their friends and families are tested when two of them fall in love
with each other.
Center of the World. Steinhofel, Andreas. New York: Delacorte Press, 2005, 480 p. As he works through his
often difficult relationships with his single mother, distant twin sister, his first boyfriend, and an odd
assortment of friends, a teenage boy learns about the wounds and healing brought by love.
Eight Seconds. Ferris, Jean. San Diego, CA: Harcourt, copyright 2000, 186 p. Eighteen-year-old John must
confront his own sexuality when he goes to rodeo school and finds himself strangely attracted to an older
boy who is smart, tough, complicated, gorgeous, and gay.
Empress of the World. Ryan, Sara. New York: Viking, 2001, 213 p. While attending a

summer institute, fifteen-year-old Nic meets another girl named Battle, falls in love with
her, and finds the relationship to be difficult and confusing.
48 Shades of Brown. Earls, Nick. Boston: Graphia, 2004, 288 p. While his parents are in Geneva, sixteenyear-old Dan spends his last year of high school living with his twenty-two-year-old bass-playing aunt,
Jacq, and her beautiful friend Naomi, whose active lovelife is audible through the wall between their
bedrooms.
Geography Club. Hartinger, Brent. New York: HarperCollins, 2002, 240 p. A group of gay and lesbian
teenagers finds mutual support when they form the "Geography Club" at their high school.
Heart on My Sleeve. Wittlinger, Ellen. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, c2004, 224
p. From the end of high school to the beginning of college, Chloe and Julian deal with major changes in
their families and friendships and explore their feelings for each other through emails, letters, and a visit.
Holly's Secret. Garden, Nancy. New York: Farrar Straus Giroux, copyright 2000, 132 p. When she starts
middle school, twelve-year-old Holly decides to become sophisticated and feminine, change her name to
Yvette, and hide the fact that her two moms are lesbians.
Keeping You a Secret. Peters, Julie Anne. New York: Little, Brown, c2003, 250 p. As she begins a very
tough last semester of high school, Holland finds herself puzzled about her future and intrigued by a
transfer student who wants to start a Lesbian gay club at school.
Kissing Kate. Myracle, Lauren. New York: Dutton's Children's Books, c2003, 198 p. Sixteen-year-old
Lissa's relationship with her best friend changes after they kiss at a party and Lissa does not know what to
do, until she gets help from an unexpected new friend.
My Heartbeat. Freymann-Weyr, Garret. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 2002, 154 p.

As she tries to understand the closeness between her older brother and his best friend,
fourteen-year-old Ellen finds her relationship with each of them changing.
Necessary Noise: Stories about our families as they really are. Cart, Michael editor. New York:
HarperTempest, c2003, xiii, 239 p. A collection of ten stories about families and what they mean,
describing both traditional and non-traditional families.

Order of the Poison Oak. Hartinger, Brent. New York: HarperTempest, 2005, 211 p. After "coming out" at
school, sixteen-year-old Russel decides to take a counselor job at a camp for burn victims to get away from
the antagonism of his classmates, but finds ten-year-old boys have just as many problems as he does.
Orphea Proud. Wyeth, Sharon Dennis. New York: Delacorte Press, 2004, 208 p. While reciting her poetry
at a club in Queens, New York, seventeen-year-old Orphea recounts her childhood in Pennsylvania, leaving
after her parents and the girl she loves die, and learning about her family and herself while living with her
great-aunts on a Virginia mountaintop.
Rainbow High. Sanchez, Alex. New York: Simon & Schuster, c2003, 247 p. Follows three gay high school
seniors as they struggle with issues of coming out, safe sex, homophobia, being in love, and college
choices.

Realm of Possibility, The. Levithan,David. New York: Knopf: Distributed by Random House, c2004,

210 p. A variety of students at the same high school describe their ideas, experiences, and relationships in a
series of interconnected free verse stories.
So Hard to Say. Sanchez, Alex. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, c2004, 230 p.
Thirteen-year-old Xio, a Mexican American girl, and Frederick, who has just moved to California from
Wisconsin, quickly become close friends, but when Xio starts thinking of Frederick as her boyfriend, he
must confront his feelings of confusion and face the fear that he might be gay.
Totally Joe. Howe, James. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2005, 208 p. As a school
assignment, a thirteen-year-old boy writes an alphabiography--life from A to Z--and explores issues of
friendship, family, school, and the challenges of being a gay teenager.
What's In a Name? Wittlinger, Ellen. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, copyright
2000, 146 p. Each of ten teenagers living in Scrub Harbor, Massachusetts, explores his or her identity at the
same time that the local residents consider changing the name of their town.

